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?,;k£Hc>ts srki OHr*T>^oguc'S..lib^® stviveivto- JItiui U'o itc^v- 
■ d«>m to publish’.. -But throughout this sterner bistcry; tbs 
ccuits.'lkve upheld the First Avaendment gnatimtee of 
a .vrse press, which really is a guarantee of. the people’s ; 
“liberty to know .’’ ■.-•-■ 

•In the past few years* attacks- from many, sources osv 
that essential freedom have intensified. ■ High-raoldng. 
Goventwsiii. officials have harassed and ' attempted to 
intimidate the news' media. The subpoena power has been 
used to cast doubt on the ngivr of ft-porteri? to protect 
ihft confidentiality of their news 'sources, Ur.,:- tm eatsu- 
io.fr the effectiveness of the newsgatfearinj:. process. Ths ■ 
i recaent F.E.L invascigation of a television newscaster has 
had a-ehililng effect on: alt Use media. The most serious '. 
■encroachment on '.freedom of the press ts the use of 
prior 'Tittiraint— ^-prohibition to pobiisih.-— vrijicit tvas 
appiied for the fits l time in tile Ration'd history; last 

- spring in the ease: of the. Pentagon papers, 

Tlie Twentieth Centtuy Fund’s rewat, “Press Freedom. 

Under Pressy k’' wbioh has just basR pubiished,- ii iesft 

important for its specific recommhtidations item for its 
cairn diagnosis of the danger,. 'and its eloquent vRstarng-.- . 
of the threat to libsriyy . It csils for enactment. of a broad 
J y..jV3?a.-rQ Onrinped to protect journalists frcirs. belies 
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a!i forms of jH-e-ccnsorship. It oryyes that neither ths 
discomfort ftlsat often results ft&ra. public disciosriW of . 
dismal . realities, sor the imperf potions of the skkvs 
vrtedit’ tbcrr). i; cuYti* £ut& VciUd vcbjSQuS ior i Ci'itiOvv or 
. r e: js t r I c 1 1 *« ••-' '.• • •- v 

The media,- 'as/tho. report emphasizes, -reflect, -the 
nation's divisions. Their coverage is often grrocaiyptic. 
They 'sometimes midermine tlieir omi credibility by 
“irresponsibly- scrsmbUng for reader and vir-ww atten- 
tion.” Bet in the final balance, the power of govermrisitt 
is so. great- acd lac. -potential for' abuse. of 'that power -so-. 
cataSiaodric tijsl- r, free press, Vvir.n ali its fleVv-s and 

- K.bsrrsUQi'iS, remains the best available-, iiittispensabte 
Eafi^guax’d of -tbs psopiC against exploitation, itcccpitiou 
and— uitiniaicb, — tyranny, . 

Seen in this light, tlm panel’s fear --that “prose freedom 
riiigb.L I'a i.iore fragile tlirui jo wid-ely assumca'’ cannot 
-he ignored. . The American people may 'often be troubled 
by what tbay read and view: bet they would tnvS srnaU 
solace and no safely- iu an intinviUalcu or reslriats-i press.- 
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